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Feb. 9: Following an explosion at 5 a.m., the physical plant and equipment of Diario Latino were
completely destroyed by fire. The daily newspaper employed a staff of 90. In 1980, Diario Latino
suffered a similar attack. Francisco Valencia, director and editor-in-chief, said the government, the
military and the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) party were responsible for the fire. On
Saturday afternoon, the government issued a statement promising an "exhaustive investigation"
and prosecution of guilty parties. The Association of Foreign Correspondents released a statement
condemning the bombing, asserting that it was equivalent to an attack on freedom of expression and
the right of Salvadorans to be informed. Over 100 persons demonstrated in front of the remains of
the newspaper offices. The protesters burned tires and overturned two city buses. In Mexico City,
the Federation of Latin American Journalists (FELAP) organized a demonstration to protest the
attack on Diario Latino. FELAP released a communique demanding that President Alfredo Cristiani
take immediate action to identify and prosecute persons responsible for the incident. According
to the Federation, the arsonists removed documents from Diario Latino's files, and photographs of
newspaper employees before destroying the premises. The paper had a daily circulation of 7,000
to 10,000. [Salvadoran army spokespersons have accused the newspaper of "playing the game" of
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN), and of serving as a rebel mouthpiece. One
of Central America's oldest newspapers (established in November 1890), Diario Latino is run by
a trade union. Employees took over the failing newspaper in 1989, and converted it into a broad-
based publication that prints a variety of viewpoints, including that of the FMLN. It is the only
Salvadoran newspaper whose staff reports from rebel-controlled areas.] Feb. 10: The newspaper's
board of directors released a statement announcing that an abbreviated edition would be published
on schedule Monday. Editor-in-chief Valencia told reporters that "Diario Latino is not going to
die, and the government is obligated to contribute to this newspaper's recovery." Valencia said
the Diario Latino staff had received numerous anonymous threats prior to the fire. He added,
"We believe that [the attack] is part of the way in which a lot of people maneuver with impunity,
and demonstrates the government's nearly non-existent control over these terrorist groups."
During his traditional Sunday homily, San Salvador Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas said that
the Church would carry out its own investigation of the incident. According to the prelate, the
attack on the newspaper "constitutes a new challenge for the government, which is obligated to
carry out a credible investigation in the shortest time possible." Feb. 11: The US Embassy in San
Salvador issued a communique condemning the destruction of the newspaper facilities, asserting
that "any intimidation of the press is a attack on democracy." Ambassador William Walker said
that Washington is examining the possibility of providing funds to help Diario Latino reconstruct
its physical plant. In a communique released in San Salvador, the FMLN blamed the government
for the fire which destroyed Diario Latino. Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce announced
that investigations had commenced. He told reporters that accusations against the armed forces
were speculative, and based on no evidence. Christian Democrat Party (PDC) leader Eduardo
Colindres said, "Those who destroyed Diario Latino are the same ones who killed the Jesuit priests
in November 1989, Monsenor Oscar Arnulfo Romero in 1980, and more recently, 15 campesinos.
They are the same ones who have massacred, assassinated and exploited the Salvadoran people.
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Now they are trying to silence Diario Latino." Referring to the destruction of Diario Latino and the
murder of the 15 civilians in El Zapote last month, FMLN commander Mario Lopez said, "These
elements of psychological warfare do not contribute to peace negotiations." Feb. 12: Diario Latino
released a four-page edition, printed at a press located at the University of El Salvador. Trade
union and civic organizations expressed condemnation of the fire, which they blamed on the
government and the armed forces. Diario Latino editor-in-chief Valencia said he had received
pledges of assistance from the Belgian and US governments. The Mexican Embassy donated office
furniture to the newspaper. The Inter-American Press Association (SIP) released a statement
calling on President Cristiani to investigate the fire and to ensure that journalists are accorded their
rights under the nation's constitution. A communique by the Association of Foreign Journalists in
Nicaragua (ACPEN) said the attack "endangers and impedes the functioning of the media...It is a
coup against freedom of expression and the formation of public opinion." [Among the 73,000 people
killed during the 12-year-old civil war were dozens of journalists, including 12 in 1990. Bombings
by rightist death squads and soldiers put the last left-leaning newspapers out of business a decade
ago. In 1980, the La Cronica newspaper facilities were burned to the ground, and its editor and a
photographer abducted, tortured and slain. In 1981, El Independiente was repeatedly bombed and
its editor fled into exile after assassination attempts.] (Basic data from AP, ACAN-EFE, 02/10/91,
02/12/91; AFP, 02/09- 12/91; EFE, 02/09/91, 02/12/91; Notimex, 02/11/91)
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